Chris Berezai

45 Walton Street

Long Eaton

Derbyshire

NG10 1PB

Tel : 0775 – 1604755

The Second Welsh “HOP UP” Weekend 

9 and 10 March 2012

Dear all

As you may be aware, there are two grounds in the Mid-Wales League that we are unable to visit during August. Aberaeron are holding their town carnival on the ground, whilst UWA…well, the students don’t get there until mid-September! So, if we can’t do the grounds in August, we have to try and do them at another time of year…and hence this, the second Welsh “Hop Up” that will stage the games at the grounds we need to “complete” the League.

Two games isn’t enough for us though, so we’ve had a look at what else we can add to the package – and we’ve come up with a cracking weekend. Our friends in the Ceredigion League have been very helpful in organising two additional matches, at Lampeter (under lights on the Friday), and at New Quay to finish off the event. 

Please note that the schedule at this point is still subject to final confirmation. We kick off on Friday evening at Lampeter (7.30pm). Saturday morning starts bright and early at UWA (10.30am), followed by Aberaeron (1.30pm), and ending at New Quay (4.10pm). The schedule is a bit tight as none of the three grounds on the Saturday have lights!

Transport – Please read carefully 

As with all the previous Hops, there will be a coach running. This time, we’ve had a look at train times etc, and come up with an idea to hopefully make it even cheaper for you. The coach will run on the Friday from Cardiff up to Lampeter. On the way back, we should make the last train out of South Wales, but the easiest point to catch it will be Port Talbot Parkway as it’s just off the M4. We know that people don’t want to spend an extra night away if it can be avoided, so this plan should involve just one night’s accommodation. Train times dictated that we couldn’t have four games on the Saturday though! If you are booking the train, remember to add the different station for the return journey.    

We’ll be doing a fair bit of mileage on the coach – from Cardiff to Lampeter, onto Aberystwyth, around that region and back to Cardiff, but we’ve made the price as fair as possible at £30 per person for the coach travel. That’s for both days. When you consider that the cheapest tickets we could find for train from London to Aberystwyth was just over £70 return, our way of going London to Cardiff and Port Talbot to London came in at £31. The forty pounds we’d save you in train fares more than covers the coach for the ENTIRE weekend!! 

Please note that making the last train is always subject to factors outside our control (such as traffic, late match finishes etc.) and to this end we state that although we are more than confident with Keith driving, nothing is ever 100% guaranteed and bookings are made with this in mind. We do have a back-up plan just in case though! Bookings will not be accepted for coach transport without a ticket for the four matches.   

Accommodation

We cannot use our normal base of the University of Glamorgan at Treforest – it’s in term time and the University is unavailable. So, we are going to the seaside instead, and will be based in Aberystwyth. There is plenty of accommodation in the town; for the hop base, we have struck a deal with our hotel to offer singles at £47pppn, and twins at £37pppn. All include full breakfast on the Saturday morning. We have a limited number of rooms also available for non-coach users too. 

Programmes etc

As usual, all clubs will be made aware of the number of programmes that will be needed on the day. The number will be based on the bookings we receive, so reserve your copies by booking tickets! Packs will be made up in advance for the day. Programmes will be available inside each of the grounds. Programmes will be included in the price of your advance ticket. 

Trading

Club badges will be available on the day at all clubs, and no doubt lots of other people will be selling things at the grounds too! As usual, we hope to see several traders at the hop, but as this event will be much smaller than the August Hop, it’s a difficult one to foresee. Hopefully, all the unofficial trading that is part and parcel of a hop will be in evidence and as usual, is not only welcome, but encouraged!

Match Tickets

Tickets are available in advance for the day, and these of course guarantee you a programme at each game. Admission is available on the day for those who do not wish to buy tickets in advance. 

SAEs

When booking for the Hop, remember to include an A5 Stamped addressed envelope (That’s the normal size of a programme) for your tickets and travel arrangements to be sent out to you. We still have problems with small envelopes in particular – so please let’s have the A5 ones!! Remember – no SAE, no tickets.  

Booking and Payment

You may book by completing the attached Booking form. Look forward to seeing you in March!

Chris Berezai 

GroundhopUK

Welsh “Hop Up” Booking Form

DOWNLOADED FROM THE FOOTBALL TRAVELLER WEBSITE
Please give the name, address, contact number and email address of the party leader, along with the names (and email addresses if possible) of the others in your party. 

a) Party Leader………………………………………………….     Tel:  ……………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………E-mail:…………….………………………..

b) Others booking:…………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Full weekend
Number…….
@£82 / £92
£…………

2 days coach including transport from and back to Cardiff (via Port Talbot on the Saturday) – one nights accommodation(price shows as twin / single) – admission and programmes to all games. All singles are “superior” single.  

Match tickets: 
Coach users
Number……
@ £15
£………..

                          
Advance tickets
Number…….
@ £17
£………..

Coach Travel:    All weekend 
Number…….
@ £30
£……….

                       
Per day (if available)              
Number.……@ £15 per day
£……….

Accommodation:

Friday in a twin (B&B)  
Number….…
@ £37
£………

Friday in a single (B&B)               
Number….…
@ £47
£………





Extra nights (Thur / Mon)                                   
Number…….
@£37 pppn (twin/tri)
£…….

(See below)                                                          
Number…….@£47 pppn (single)
£……..

Please note that accommodation for Thursday or Saturday will be in the Cardiff / Bridgend area as the coach returns from Aberystwyth on the Saturday. Prices can vary, and are used as a guide and are subject to availability as Wales play Italy in egg-chasing at the Millennium Stadium on Saturday 10 March. We’ll see what we can find, but it may be some distance from Cardiff - no bad thing if you ask me - if the giant peanut-huggers have got in first. If you are not using the coach, let us know in which area you’d like to stay and we’ll see what we can find.                              



YOU MUST CHECK AVAILABILITY BEFORE BOOKING ACCOMMODATION

                                                                                            TOTAL: £………..                         

Please make cheques payable to “Welsh Groundhop”.

Remember the A5 SAE!! Please return the form to Chris Berezai, 45 Walton Street, Long Eaton, Derbyshire NG10 1PB . E-mail enquiries to groundhopuk@yahoo.com . Telephone enquiries welcome (no calls after 10pm), on 0775 - 1604755. 

 LAST DATE FOR BOOKINGS  - 1 March (St David’s Day)

